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HANSARD ASSOCIATION OF KENYA

8™ ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The Hansard Association of Kenya (HAK) is a professional body dedicated to the
pursuit of excellence in legislative reporting, information management and publishing.
Since its inception, HAK has served as a cornerstone for the preservation of
parliamentary record, ensuring that deliberations of the people’s representatives are
captured with accuracy, integrity and transparency.

Since the reintroduction of bicameralism at the national legislature and the robust
growth of the 47 county assemblies in Kenya, the Hansard has moved beyond a mere
transcript—it is a vital instrument in governance, judicial proceedings, public
accountability and the historical archive. During this period, HAK has successfully
organised seven annual conferences.

The 8t Annual HAK Conference seeks to deepen professionalism, enhance multilingual
inclusivity, integrate emerging technologies and strengthen institutional frameworks
for legislative reporting, publishing and information management. Further, the
Conference is a platform to reflect on achievements, consolidate gains, examine
impact and chart the future of Hansard practice in Kenya and the region.

The 8™ Annual Conference serves as a premier platform for Hansard professionals to
share knowledge, address emerging challenges in the digital age, and harmonise
reporting standards across the country and share experiences and best practice with
peers in the region.

Dates: 10t - 16" May 2026

Location: Kisumu County, Kenya

(a) To Review and Document Milestones: Evaluate the historical progression
of legislative reporting in Kenya and Africa, specifically tracking the transition
from traditional methods to modern digital systems within African parliaments.

(b) To Assess the Legal and Governance Impact: Analyse the place and
significance of the Hansard as a primary legal record, examining its role in



judicial interpretation, post-legislative scrutiny, and as a tool for parliamentary
immunity and privilege.

(c) To Harmonise Regional Standards: Facilitate the exchange of knowledge,
skills and experiences among Kenyan practitioners and with visiting delegations
from Ghana, Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia, with the aim of
standardising Hansard reporting protocols across Commonwealth jurisdictions.

(d) To Foster Professional Excellence and Rigour: Provide a forum for
presentation and peer review of over 40 operational and technical papers,
ensuring that Hansard professionals remain at the forefront of operational
excellence, production quality, practical developments and knowledge
excellence in the field.

(a) Technology Integration: To explore the ethical and practical implications of
incorporating Artificial Intelligence (AI) and automated speech-to-text
technologies in producing and publishing official legislative records.

(b) Public Accountability: To develop strategies for ‘Open Hansard’ initiatives
that enhance public access to legislative proceedings, thereby increasing
transparency and citizen engagement in legislative processes.

(c) Strengthening Sister Associations: To provide a platform for the
Commonwealth Hansard Editors Association-Africa Region (CHEA-AR) to share
best practices and strengthen institutional bonds between African
parliamentary reporting bodies.

(d) Support for Devolution: To specifically address the unique challenges faced
by devolved legislatures, ensuring they possess the capacity and resources to
produce records of a standard equal to advanced legislatures in the world.

(e) Archival Preservation: To deliberate on strategies for long-term preservation
and digitisation of historical Hansard records to ensure the ‘Voice of the People’
is protected for future generations.

The Conference fosters a unique spirit of Legislative Diplomacy. It brings together a
diverse array of stakeholders, including:

(a) National Level: Delegates from the National Assembly and the Senate of the
Republic of Kenya.

(b) Devolved Level: Hansard officers from the 47 County Assemblies.



(c) International Guests: High-level representation from the national
parliaments of Ghana, Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda, EALA, and Zambia,
Somaliland, and Sierra Leone, among others.

(d) Global Solidarity: Sister associations such as CHEA-AR, who will deliver
goodwill messages and share experiences and best practices.

(e) Expected Attendance: Building on the success of the 7t Annual Conference
held in May 2025, which hosted over 300 Hansard professionals, we
anticipate a larger turnout this year.

To enable a comprehensive exploration of the theme—T7he Hansard: Milestones, Gains
and Impact—the Conference will be structured around the following four thematic
pillars, with each thematic pillar addressing various sub-themes.

(a) Decades of Documentation: Evaluating Milestones

This thematic pillar explores the evolution of the Hansard in Kenya and the region and
addresses:
(i) The transition from manual shorthand to digital recording systems.
(i) Historical milestones in legislative reporting since the inception of
devolution.
(iii) Institutionalising HAK as a centre of professional excellence.

(b) Legislative Gains: The Hansard as a Tool for Governance

This thematic pillar focuses on tangible benefits of accurate reporting while
appreciating:
(i) Role of the Hansard in the "Correctness of Record" for judicial review.
(i) Gains in parliamentary privilege and immunity through documented
evidence.
(iii) Utility of standardising the Kenya Hansard Style across the national
legislature and the 47 County Assemblies.

(c) Impact on Public Trust and Accountability

This thematic pillar interrogates how the Hansard bridges the gap between the citizen
and the legislature, focusing on:
(i) Initiatives for open parliaments: Making transcripts accessible to the public
in real-time.
(i) The impact of Hansard records on post-legislative scrutiny.
(i) Preserving the ‘Voice of the People’ for future generations.



(d) The Future Frontier: Innovation and Impact

This thematic pillar addresses technological shifts in the Hansard profession, with
emphasis on:
(i) Integration of Al in transcription: Opportunities, ethical considerations and
risk mitigation.
(i) Cybersecurity and the integrity of the official record.
(ii) Professionalism and excellence in the Hansard: Training, certification, and
career progression.

The 8" Annual Conference will be a hub of intellectual exchange. The Conference is
designed to be highly interactive, featuring:

(a) Technical Presentations: Over 40 papers will be presented by experts and
practitioners, vetted through a peer-review process to ensure quality and
relevance.

(b) Plenary Sessions: Led by veteran Hansard Editors and other seasoned
parliamentary officers.

(c) Breakout Sessions: Hands-on sessions focusing on specific technical skills
like Al-assisted parliamentary reporting, editing, indexing, publishing,
broadcasting, and archival management.

Kisumu City—'the city on the lake'—offers a serene and intellectually stimulating
environment for this kind of gathering. The proximity of the city to the Lake Victoria
basin provides a symbolic backdrop for a conference that seeks to connect Hansard
practitioners across borders, uniting the East African Community and beyond. The
city’s hospitality and state-of-the-art facilities ensures that delegates can focus on the
critical business of HAK while at the same time engaging in refreshing informal
conversations and networking with colleagues from other legislatures.

By the conclusion of the week-long engagement, the Conference aims to realise the
following outcomes:

(a) Technical Presentations: Over 40 papers will be presented by experts and
practitioners, vetted through a peer-review process to ensure high quality and
relevance.



(b) A Communiqué outlining the ‘Kisumu Resolutions’ for the advancement of

Hansard standards in the region.

(c) Publication of the presented papers in the HAK Journal.
(d) Strengthened Bilateral Ties between Kenyan legislatures and Vvisiting

legislatures.

(e) Enhanced Capacity for Hansard officers from county assemblies to produce

accurate, high-quality and timely records.

The 8t Annual Conference of the Hansard Association of Kenya is more than an annual
meeting. It is a testament to the enduring power of the written record in a democracy.
As we gather in Kisumu, we celebrate our milestones, consolidate our gains, and
sharpen our focus on the impact we have on the legislative landscape of Kenya and
Africa at large.

S/N DAY SESSION ACTIVITY
1. Sunday Whole Day | Arrivals
10t May 2026
2. Monday Morning Welcome Remarks & Opening
11t May 2026 Afternoon Presentations on National Hansard
Curriculum
3. Tuesday Morning Presentations on Wellness
13t May 2026 Afternoon Presentations on Language Use
4, Wednesday Morning Presentations on Language use
14t May 2026 Afternoon Presentations on Technology,
Accessibility and the Hansard
5. Thursday Morning Presentations on Public Participation
15t May 2026 Afternoon Presentations on Public Participation
6. Friday Morning Networking and Sharing Experiences
16t May 2026 Afternoon Way Forward and Closing Remarks
7. Saturday Whole Day | Departures

17t May 2026




TOPIC 1: Staff Wellness at the Work Place and Beyond

(a) Mental health and well-being of Hansard professionals.
(b) Financial literacy and planning.

(c) Work-life balance and team building.

(d) Nutrition and healthy lifestyle practices.

TOPIC 2: Language Use in the Hansard

(a) Strengthening proficiency in Kiswahili and English to help handle dynamism of
language and word order.

(b) Enhancing inclusive/alternative communication through braille, large print and
sign language.

(c) Incorporating assistive technologies for persons with disabilities, and guidance
from the experts.

TOPIC 3: Public Participation and Governance

(a) Hansard: A reflection of legislative performance and civic engagement.

(b) Hansard as an artefact: meaning-making in the process of good governance
and advancement of democracy.

(c) Hansard as an artefact of truth and accountability.

(d) Enhancing access to parliamentary records.

TOPIC 4: Technology, Accessibility and Hansard Reporting

(a) Enhancing accessibility to parliamentary records.

(b) Hansard at the crossroads: Al, ethics and the future of legislative records.
(c) Digital transformation of Hansard systems

(d) Use of subtitles, data tools, and automation in reporting

TOPIC 5: Networking and Sharing Experiences

Participants will get an opportunity to share experiences and best practices, socialise
and network with one another.

TOPIC 6: Rapporteurs Report, Way Forward & Closing Remarks

To ensure a successful conference, both internal and external resource persons will
facilitate various sessions. In addition, participants will be provided with conference
documents.

(a) Internal resource persons include:

1. Hon. Gladys Boss, CBS - Deputy Speaker,
National Assembly
2. Mr Samuel Njoroge, CBS - Clerk of the National Assembly

3. Mrs Serah Kioko, MBS - Deputy Clerk, NA



(b)

(c)

©oNO ;A

Mr Jeremiah Ndombi, MBS
Prof Nyokabi Kamau, EBS

Mr Clement Nyandiere, MBS

Dr Martin Masinde, OGW

Mr Peter Chemweno, OGW

Mr Sheriffsam Mwendwa, OGW

10 Mr Stephen Mutungi
11.Mr Tom Ongalo
12.Mr David Nyangacha
13.Ms Betty Mwangi
14.Mr Kennedy Malinda

External Resource Persons include:

WoONOOARWNE

Prof Robert Oduori
Mr Philip Musi

Prof James Oranga
Prof Godwin Siundu
Dr Fred Mbogo

Dr Martin Koyabe
Ms Vanessa Akiwumi
Ms M. Njambi

Mr Linus Kaikai

10 Mr Patrick Andika
11.Mr Kamau Aidi

Documentation

(i) Concept Note

(ii) Conference Programme
(iii)Evaluation & Feedback Forms
(iv)Logistics Information

Deputy Clerk, NA

Executive Director, CPST
Director-General, P]S
Director, PBO

Director, Committees
Director, L&C

Director, DHAS

Deputy Director, DHAS
Principal Hansard Editor, NA
Assistant Hansard Editor, NA
Chief Procurement Officer, NA

Moi University

Open University of Kenya
University of Nairobi
University of Nairobi
Technical Uni. of Kenya
IT Expert

CEO, LifeCoachKenya
CEO, Figuring Finance
Director, Citizen Media
Deputy Director, KICD
Chair, SOCATT



PROGRAMME

The Hansard: Milestones, Gains and Impact

DAY ONE — Sunday, 10" May 2026

ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS

DAY TWO — Monday, 11" May 2026

8.30 a.m. —9.00 a.m.

Ms Anne Mbataru
Ms Maimuna Kawasi

Mr Vincent Nyamache

Ms Lorna Tuwef

Registration

SESSION 1: KEYNOTE ADDRESSES AND OPENING CEREMONIES

Session Chair:

9.00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

Ms. Loice Keter, HAK Vice-President

Welcome Remarks, Conference Objectives, Terms of
Reference, and Adoption of the Conference Programme
Mr. George Wanyoko, HAK President

Remarks by the Host Clerk
Mr. Owen Ojuok
Kisumu County Assembly

Remarks by the Chairperson, SOCATT (K)
Mr. Kamau Aidi, Clerk, Kirinyaga County Assembly
and Chair, SOCATT (K)

Remarks by the President, CHEA-AR
Alhaji Adam Iddrisu, Editor of Debates, Ghana

Remarks by the Host Speaker
Hon. Elisha Jack Oraro
Speaker, Kisumu

Remarks by CAF President
Hon. Seth Mwatela
Speaker, Kwale




Remarks — Reflections and the Future
Mr. Samuel Njoroge, CBS
Clerk of the National Assembly

Remarks — Reflections and the Future
Mr. Jeremiah Nyegenye, CBS
Clerk of the Senate/Secretary to PSC

Keynote Address
Kenya’s Parfiamentary Journey: From Independence to
Devolution
Hon. Gladys Boss, CBS
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly

GROUP PHOTO/HEALTH BREAK

SESSION 2: HAK PROFESSIONAL CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
Session Chair: Mr. Zadok Nechenje, Co-Chair, Curriculum Committee
2:00 p.m. = 4:00 p.m.
Presentations

e Curriculum context

e Philosophy of the curriculum
e Curriculum content
e Curriculum implementation
e Professional Identity: How can Hansard staff transition from being seen as
"technical support" to recognized professional partners in the legislative
process?
Q) Prof Robert Oduori Moi University
(i) Mr Philip Musi Open University of Kenya
(iii)  Mr Patrick Andika KICD
(iv)  Mr Njenga Ruge L&P, Senate
Moderator Prof Kamau Nyokabi, CPST
Panel
Hon. Elisha Jack Oraro Speaker, Kisumu
Mr Kamau Aidi Clerk, Murang'a/SOCATT
Mpumalanga
CHEA Africa
Stephen Mutungi
Charles Ondigi
Kipkemoi arap Kirui
EALA
Uganda

Ndilai Resian



Plenary
END OF DAY 2

DAY THREE — TUESDAY, 12t MAY 2026

8.30 a.m. - 9.00 a.m. Registration

SESSION 3: STAFF WELLNESS BEYOND THE WORK PLACE
Session Chair: BUSIA
9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.

Presentations

Financial stress management

Financial planning for life stages

Toolkit for PDWs

Practical tools for both individual and group therapies

Life planning & goal setting

The Occupational Toll: Beyond ergonomics, how can parliaments proactively address
the unique burnout associated with the extreme concentration required for real-time
transcription?

(i) Ms Manuella Njambi CEO, Figuring Finance
(i)  Ms Vanessa Akiwumi CEO, LifeCoachKenya
(iii)  Mrs Serah Kioko, MBS D/Clerk, NA

(iv)  Ms Eunice Gichangi MBS D/Clerk, Senate

Moderator: Mr Moses Bwalatum Hansard Director, Uganda

Panel

Hon. Johnson Mukuha Speaker, Murang’a
Mr Owen Ojuok Clerk, Kisumu
Vihiga

West Pokot

Tanzania

Somaliland

Benson Muchiri

Nicholas Emejen

Stanley Mutuma (PWD)

HEALTH BREAK




SESSION 4: STAFF WELLNESS BEYOND THE WORKPLACE/TOOLS
Session Chair: MIGORI
11:00 a.m. = 1:00 p.m.

Presentations

e Mental Resilience: What practical peer-support frameworks can we implement
to help staff manage the "secondary trauma" and cognitive load of reporting
sensitive or high-conflict debates?

e Making the case for HAK Welfare Association

e Plenary

e Team Building activities

(i) Mr. Jeremiah Ndombi, MBS, Deputy Clerk — National Assembly

(i) Mr Vincent Nyamache HAK Secretary

(iii) ~ Mr Joel Omuyoyi Head, Health Club/PSC

LUNCH

SESSION 5: LANGUAGE USE IN THE HANSARD
Session Chair: TURKANA
2:00 p.m. = 4:00 p.m.
Presentation
e Mechanics of Language
e Return to basics
e Language in digital communication (texts, emojis, memes)
e The mechanics of translation
Q) Prof Godwin Siundu
(i) Prof James Oranga
(iii)  Prof Robert Oduori (Kiswahili)

Moderator: President, CHEA AR

Panel

Hon. Steve Lenamarle Speaker, Samburu
Hon. Kevin Kinengo Katisya Speaker, Kitui

Mr Gichuki Waweru Clerk, Laikipia

Mr Ali Godana Clerk, Lamu

Mr Brian Kiberass Senate

Mr Denis Nyasani N/A

Sierra Leone

Wajir

PWD

END OF DAY 3



DAY FOUR — WEDNESDAY, 13" May 2026

8.30 a.m. —9.00 a.m. Registration

SESSION 6: LANGUAGE USE IN THE HANSARD
Session Chair: NAROK

9.00 a.m. —11:00 a.m.

Presentation

e Code-Switching: How should editors handle the "linguistic bridge" when
members switch between official and national languages—is literal translation
or contextual adaptation better for the record? (Case Study)

e Unparliamentary Discourse: At what point does an editor’s duty to maintain a
"clean" record conflict with the duty to report the absolute truth of a heated
session? (Case Study)

e Dialect & Nuance: Can current transcription policies accurately capture the
diverse cultural idioms and mother-tongue influences that often shape
legislative rhetoric? (Case Study)

e From multilingual eloquence t monolingual tradition: how do the Kenya and
Uganda Hansards differ in their use of English, Kiswahili and Indigenous
languages during the legislative debates? (Case Study)

e Devolution Milestones: How have County Assemblies successfully established
their own Hansard systems, and what "gridlocks" still remain in unifying
national and county reporting standards?

(i) MrTom Ongalo

(ii) Ms Betty Mwangi

(iii) Ms Hortensiah Nyawira
(iv) Mr Julius Ruccy Aboko
(v) Uasin Gishu

Moderator: Kilifi

Panel

Mr Kibige Kipng'etich Speaker, Elgeyo Marakwet
CPA Lupao Wanjala Clerk, Trans Nzoia

CPA Hannington Day Clerk, Homabay

Mr Shadrack Choge Clerk, Uasin Gishu

Ms Marceline Kerubo
Taita Taveta
Makueni

EALA

PWD




SESSION 7: HANSARD AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Session Chair: MERU
11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

e Hansard: meaning-making in the process of good governance and
advancement of democracy

e Hansard: an artefact of truth and accountability.

e Digital Reach: How can we transform the "Official Report" from a static
document into an interactive digital tool that invites real-time citizen feedback?

e The Accessibility Gap: Are we producing Hansard for “elites” or for the public—
and how can we make the record truly accessible for Persons with Disabilities
(PWDs)?

e Accountability: Does the timely publication of Hansard actually improve public
trust in parliament, and how do we measure that impact? (Case Study)

(i) Dr Fred Mbogo Technical University of Kenya
(i) Mr David Nyangacha DHAS, National Assembly
(iii)  Mr Njenga Njuguna Committees, Senate
(iv)  Mr Peter Chemweno Committees, NA
(v) PWD

Plenary

LUNCH

SESSION 8: HANSARD AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Session Chair: KIAMBU

2:00 p.m. — 4:00

The Verbatim Record: How has the definition of a "true" record evolved from manual
shorthand to digital transcription, and what have we gained or lost in the process?

Legal Weight: To what extent do courts and the Judiciary depend on Hansard for
legislative intent, and how can we ensure our records are legally "bulletproof"?

Practical demonstration-based session, highlighting tools, platforms and innovations
in Hansard reporting, including digital archives, transcription systems and use
interfaces.

Q) Mr Stephen Mutungi DHAS, NA
(i) Mr Sheriffsam Mwendwa, OGW  L&C, NA
(iii) HAK



DAY FIVE — THURSDAY, 14t May 2026

8.30 a.m. —9.00 a.m. Registration

SESSION 9: TECHNOLOGY, AI, AND ACCESSIBILTY
Session Chair: NAIROBI

9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m.

Presentations

e Has Technology and Artificial Intelligence Improved or Impeded Access to
Parliamentary Records like the Hansard?
How can Hansard documents be made more user-friendly for the public?

e How effectively does the Hansard support transparency, civic participation, and
scholarly research?

e To what extend does the Hansard enhance accountability and serve as a
resource for civil society?

e Is the Hansard a “shield or a sword” for modern journalists: How does the

official record shape public accountability?

Q) Dr Martin Koyabe Al Expert
(i) Prof. Philip Musi Open University of Kenya
(iii)  Mr Linus Kaikai Citizen TV

Moderator: Hon. Wachira Waiganjo Speaker, Nyandarua

Panel

Hon. Lantano Nabaala Speaker, Laikipia
Fred Lenaper Clerk, Samburu
Joseph Malinda Clerk, Nakuru
Bernard Masinde Joint Services

The Writer National Assembly
Abdulmajid Ahmed CPST

Vane Akama National Assembly
Senate

Ghana

Somaliland

SESSION 10: TECHNOLOGY, AI AND ACCESSIBILITY
Session Chair: NYAMIRA

11:00 a.m. —1:00 p.m.

Presentations
Ethical Guardrails: What "common Hansard policy" must we develop today to ensure
Al is used responsibly without compromising confidentiality or democratic
accountability?




Efficiency vs. Integrity: If Al can transcribe a debate with 95% accuracy, who is
responsible for the remaining 5%—and can we afford the risk of a "hallucinated"
legislative record?

The Future Workforce: Is Al a tool to "complement" human reporters or a force that
will fundamentally replace traditional Hansard roles?

Policy to Practice: How have budget pronouncements and economic policies recorded
in the Hansard translate into national Development?

Policy to Practice: How have budget pronouncements and economic policies recorded
in the Hansard translate into staff Development?

Q) Mr Clement Nyandiere, MBS DG, Joint Services
(i) Ms Ruth Vusaka Senate
(iii) Mr Charles Ondigi Senate
(iv) Dr Martin Masinde, OGW PBO
(v) Mr Kennedy Malinda CPO
Plenary

SESSION 11: STANDARDISED HANSARD MANUAL FOR COUNTIES
Session Chair: Mr Wisely Moturi, Co-Chair, Standardised Manual
2:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m.
Thematic areas

(i)  Mr Peter Odongo Co-Chair

END OF DAY FIVE

DAY SIX - FRIDAY 15™ MAY 2026

8.30 a.m. —9.00 a.m. Registration
SESSION 12: NETWORKING
Session Chair: Ms Farhiya Ibrahim, HAK Treasurer

9.00 a.m. —11:00 a.m.

Sharing Experiences
Networking
CPST
KIBABII
Mpumalanga
EALA
Tanzania
Uganda
Ghana
Somaliland
Kakamega
Kisii




SESSION 13: 2026/2027 ACTIVITIES
Session Chair: Ms Loice Keter, VP, HAK
11:00 a.m. = 1:00 p.m.

2026/2027 Activities
Ms Ndilai Resian, HAK Organising Secretary

Closing Remarks
Mr George Wanyoko, HAK President

Closing Ceremony
Mr Mohammed Ali, MBS - Deputy Clerk, Senate

END OF DAY SIX

Prepared by

The Secretariat, Hansard Association of Kenya

Contact Person

Ndilai Resian
HAK Organising Secretary
hak.kenya254@gmail.com
+254 721 687 710



